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Shared Lives Plus has been funded to develop a Homeshare service in Newcastle. 

We have undertaken a study to assess the feasibility of establishing a 

Homeshare service in Liverpool and this is a summary of the report’s key 

findings. 

 

Evidence of need 

 Newcastle's population is projected to reach 311,300 by 2030 - an increase of 

12,400 on 2019 figures. The most significant feature in the population projections 

is the projected growth of older people aged 65+. Against 2019 figures it is 

projected the numbers in this age group will rise 21.5% by 2030. 

 

 Newcastle City Council published Build Forward Better; our medium term plan for 

2021-22 and 2022-23 which stated their commitment to transform many of their 

care services while working collaboratively with fellow stakeholders in the city 

would ensure they’re as effective and efficient as possible, whilst ensuring they 

have the best outcomes for anyone using them. 

 

 There is a distinct lack of preventative services in Newcastle that offer low-level 

daily living support for older people.  

 

 Newcastle is home to two universities and has a student population of 

approximately 42,000, many in need of accommodation and this is projected to 

grow year on year up to 2030. 

 

 There is a significant need for affordable good quality accommodation across 

Newcastle. 

 

“Some older people need services to help them to live independently. We know 

that traditional approaches to care and support are often not the most efficient 

and, in some cases, do not have the most positive impact on people’s lives.” 

Newcastle City Council 

 



 

 

 
Older people told us 

 The biggest benefit Homeshare would bring to their lives would be 

companionship and the feeling of supporting the community. 

 More than three quarters told us that a helping hand maintaining their property 

would be beneficial and would contribute to them remaining in their own 

accommodation longer. 

 Helping younger people make a start in life and find affordable accommodation 

was a key motivation when considering taking part in Homeshare.  

 

Family and supporters of older people told us: 

 The biggest benefits of Homeshare are the reassurance of an overnight 

presence and the feeling of safety within the home with another person present.                             

 

Younger people told us: 

 Homeshare is an opportunity to give something positive back and support 

someone in need, with all respondents reporting that Homesharing would make 

them feel fulfilled about helping others, whilst making new friendships.  

 The biggest benefit Homeshare would bring to their lives would be access to 

affordable and better-quality accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Opportunities for Homeshare in Newcastle  

 Supports older people to live independently for as long as they can in their own 

homes. 

 Companionship helps to combat loneliness and isolation for both Householders 

and Homesharers. 

 Potential for Homesharer to support Householder to engage with existing 

community activities. 

 Reduces dependency on health and social care services and families and 

supporters of older people. 

 A preventative approach which supports those with low level social support needs 

below eligibility thresholds for statutory social care.  

 Providing good quality low cost homes for key low paid workers, students and 

other groups who need affordable housing. 

 Potential to reduce isolation and loneliness caused by Covid-19 pandemic across 

communities in Newcastle.  

 

Challenges for Homeshare in Newcastle  

 Concerns around safeguarding.  

 Lack of awareness of Homeshare in Newcastle.  

 Concerns about the potential for compatibility between older and younger people 

in a Homeshare arrangement.  

 Concerns around what procedures are in place should a Homeshare arrangement 

end.   

 



 

Shared Lives Plus  

www.sharedlivesplus.org.uk www.homeshareuk.org  

Company number 4511426 

Reg Charity number (England and Wales) 1095562 

Reg Charity No (Scotland) SC042743 

   

There are more than 21 Homeshare Organisations across the UK and Republic of 

Ireland, all of which are members of Homeshare UK. We are the home of Homeshare 

in the UK and offer support, guidance and resources to Homeshare providers.  

Homeshare brings together someone who needs some help to live independently in 

their own home with someone who needs somewhere to live. In return for low cost 

accommodation the Homesharer provides a minimum of 10 hours of support each 

week to the Householder.  

The two are matched together by local Homeshare organisations who find the right 

match and offer back up and support to ensure it works for both people.  
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